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Percy Bysshe Shelley was pre-eminently a poet -
11 To be a poet is to apprehend the true and 
the beautiful, in a word, the good which 
exists in the relation subsisting, first 
between existence and perception, and 
secon~ly between perception and expres-
sion. " 1 
A poet 
"Must imagine intensely and comprehen-
sively; he must put himself in the 
place of another and of many others; 
the pains and pleasures of his species 
must become his own. 11 2 
Both the poet and the philosopher seek the 
same goal - Truth. The philosopher uses the tool of 
reason; the poet that of imagination. 
"Reason is the enumeration of quanti-
ties already known; imagination is 
the perception of the value of those 
quantities, both separately and as a 
whole •••• Reason is to imagination 
as the instrument to the agent, as 
the body to the srririt, as the shadow 
to the substance. '3 
Thus defined Shelley was never a philosopher in the 
'professional' sense. In the · sense of the term, 1 a 
philosophy of life' by which is me ant the coordinating 
ideas upon which the thoughts and actions of a man de-
pend, bhelley had indeed a philosophy. 
1- Shelley's Prose Works, Vol. 2, shepherd t , R.H., 
editor, Chat to and Windus, London, 1888 , -
Essay, A Defense of Poetry, p. 4. 
2 - Ibid, p. 12. 
3 - Ibid, p. 1. 
He was born at the beginning of the French 
Revolution and grew up during the stirring events in-
cident to the dictatorship of Napoleon. A man, sensi-
tive in every fibre as 0helley was, was a lyre throug h 
which swept the tempestuous winds of Revolution. A 
strangely beautifUl music is flung to us from those 
early years of the nineteenth century, a music which 
soars and climbs to ecstatic heights in the writing s 
o r 0helley. 
To Shelley, thought and action were synony-
mous - "of all men who ever lived, he was the most re-
solutely bent on conf irming his theories by his p rac-
tice. ul Thus an understanding of the times in which 
he live~ and a knowledge of his life are necessary fac-
tors to the comprehension of the driving force and pu r-
pose which was Shelley's philosophy . With such a back-
ground, we sh.allsee tha t he was ind eed the ntrumpet of 
a prophecy •i 2, that he did dare to 11 Beacon the rock s on 
which high hearts are wrecked. " 3 
1 - 8he1ley, Symonds, J.A., Macmillan and Co. London, 
1878, p. 93. 
2 - rr ode to the West Wind 11 - line 69. 
3 - nEpipsychidion" - line 148 . 
3. 
CHAPTER I. 
THE PHILOSOPHICAL BACKGROUND 
OF 
PERCY BYSSHE SHELLEY 
"Men do not become what by nature they are 
meant to be, but wh at society makes them. The gen-
erous feeling s and higher propensities of the soul 
are, as it were, shrunk up, scared, violently wrenched, 
and amputated, to fit us for our intercourse in the 
world , something in the manner that beggars malin and 
mutilate their children to make them fit for their 
future situation in life. 11 
Thomas Holcroft. 
CHAPTER I. 
THE PHILOSOPHICAL BACKGROUND 
OF 
PERCY BYSSHE SHELLEY 
I. The Historical Situation 
A. Warnings of the French Revolution 
Significant periods in the history of the 
world are the result of wide and varied causes. 
Causes, at first, intangible as mist, which grow and 
mingle; which, t hroug h long years, gradually take 
form and power until there comes a time when all 
sources meet in a common cause and raise before men's 
eyes its need and its challenge. Such was the time 
of the French Revolution. 
It called upon men to sacrifice themselves 
utterly for an abstract ideal. There was in the great-
ness of that ideal of Liberty a challenge, which devel-
oped in men the finest, most radiant unselfis~~ess. 
They forgo0 human t ies, the bonds of earthly life, in 
the desire that the individual man might come into his 
heritage of freedom. 
We are to consider the life and contribution 
of Percy Bysshe Shelley, who was born and lived his too 
few years in the midst of the intellectual strife which 
was _the accompaniment in England, to the physical up-
heaval in France. His was the voice which sang most 
exquisitely; his was the soul which soared most freely; 
his was the vision which was the most radiant. His 
life was one long struggle to strike from the spiritual 
life of man the chains of oppression which t he French 
Revolution partially struck from man's social existence. 
It is rightly called the French Revolution 
as its most absorbing struggle was fought on French 
~ound dt.se•pk:; 
soil, but its basicprinciplesAwherever man sought a 
fuller life and a greater freedom. 
One looking on the years preceding this per -
iod can not fail to see the rising tide, fed, neg ative-
ly, by corrup t ion, greed, oppression and tyranny; guided, 
positively, by the rise of science and the scientific 
method, t he belief in the infinite perfectability of 
man, the daring exampl e set before them by the American 
colonies. 
1. 'l'he Rise of Science 
The eighteenth century is marked by great 
advances in the scientific field; biology, astronomy , 
physics , zoology, physiology, all bear the marks of 
r eason. But men did not rest there . lf man could 
dispel thefog of error and i gnorance in the physical 
Mi6_hl-
sciences '/\ ne not use also the same methods , with equal 
success in the fields of social, political a nd moral 
6. 
scienceY Could not man be freed from superstition, 
tradition a nd the despotism of church and state? 
Would not the use of reason open the windows of man's 
soul to freedom, equality and truth? 
2. The American Revolution 
Not far to seek, was an exw~le of staunch 
defiance of tyranny, and a. demand for the rights of 
liberty. 'l1he American colonies had dared oppose the 
J:!;nglish rule of ''taxation without representation" with 
the belief that man was entitled to "life, liberty 
and the pursuit of happiness." 
For centuries man had been in a state of 
subjection to the traditional authoi•ity of the church 
and t he "divine right" of king s. The increasing 
attack on these institutions came as a result of the 
shackling of the spirit to an earthly bondage - a 
slavery to tradition - a grovelling before relics, 
rather than a lifting of the heart and soul into peace. 
ln an age of artificiality and g ilding, came the yearn-
ing for the free sunlight - the rightful heritage of 
man. 
What men thought was speedily put into ac-
tion. 'l'he very intoxication of the words liberty, 
equality, fraternity had a lifting quality to square 
7. 
men's shoulders and arm men's souls. 
The church, by the very excess of its 
corruption and oppression, had g iven the pendulum 
an irresistible thru~t to the extreme where men dis-
carded the spiritual conception of Christianity and 
its earthly representation. Down with priest and 
king - Church and 8tate! Down with institutions, 
oppression and tyranny~ Wipe them out, and write in 
their place - Li?erty, Equality, Fraternity - the fre e -
dom of Man th~ough Reason! 
The church had failed in its representation 
of the .J:t 'atherhood of God. That conception had stood 
only for indifference for centuries. But the Brother-
hood of man was a vital g lowing possibility, ready to 
draw men into mutual love and respect. 
;; To the ardent patriot of humanity the 
world s e emed in the throes of a re-
creation, with the promise of a second 
garden of ~den for new-created man. 
And these, too, were the promised 
fruits of the garden: a passionate 
love for fellow beings, a faith in 
the natural goodness of men, a search 
for universal justice, a zeal for uni-
versal happiness, not for the present 
generation alone, but as well for its 
children and its children's children. 
Hope took possession of men."l 
1 - Hancock, Albert E., 'l'he French Hevolution and the 
English Poets, Henry Holt and co. N. Y. 
1899, p. 7. 
8. 
II. The Underlying Philosophy and Philosophers 
A. The French Materialists 
Leaders are essential in any great enterprise. 
·J.:heirs is the motivating force which lends firmness, 
and forms the basis for action. ~hey mold the prin-
ciples which become the popular slogans. 
~uch leaders were a small group of men, 
brilliant of mind, with a love for the pleasures of 
life, and an interest in philosophy, who made them-
selves known in .B'rance for their materialistic and 
utilitarian trend of thought. 
1. Claude adrian Helvetius 
Claude Adrian Helvetius was one of this 
group,and his book, De l'esprit, sets forth, in four 
discussions, a utilitarian philosophy based on the 
psychology of sensation. An understanding of this 
school of psychology is important, since it is the 
fundamental t heory on which was reared the central 
theme of' the rtevolution - the perfectibility of man. 
'l1he first discussion in the book presents 
this view of' sensation. Helvetius 
"declared that all ideas and im-
pressions were sensations, that all 
minds at birth were the same, that 
error was an accidental circumstance, 
9. 
and that education, the sum of exter-
nal impressions, determined a man's 
character and actions. " l 
'l'hus, with a sweeping statement, he gave a literal 
basis for the belief in the equality of men. If men 
are born with exactly the same equipment for adjust-
, 
rnent to and understandeng of the world, it is the 
individual's responsibility/ in the use of his educa-
tionJwhich determines whether or not he advances 
equally with his fellow men. 0ince education is 
simply · :. the sum of external impressions 11 , the n in-
e quality between men enters only as some are not so 
desirous of education, do not respond fully to the 
s ensations about them. This discussion of the im-
portance of education is the third in the book and con-
tains practically all the ideas original with Helvetius. 
The second discussion, that of self-interest 
as the motivating force of life, was the expression of 
the philosophical belief of the group with which Hel-
vetius assoc i ated. Holbach, another of the material-
istic school, gave the utilitarian theory a still more 
important place. 
1 - Hancock, Albert E., op. cit., p. 34. 
10. 
r 
2. Baron Paul D'Holbach 
In 1767 appeared his book, Uhristianisme 
de-voile", in which he sets forth the belief that Christ-
ianity and religion are the source of all evils. His 
Le ~ystem de la Nature elaborates and furthers the ideas 
of the first book. He denies the existence of God -
the universe is 
"Nothing save matter in spontaneous 
motion. What men call their souls 
become extinct when the body dies. 
Happiness is the end of mankind. 
1 It would be useless and almost un-
just to insist upon a man's being 
virtuous if he cannot be so without 
being unhappy. uO long as vice ren-
ders him happy, he should love vice;. 
The restraints of relig ion were to be 
replaced by an education developing 
an enlightened self-interest. The 
study of science was to bring human 
desire s into line with their natural 
surroundings. " l 
3. Summary of French Contribution to Thought 
Neither Helvetius nor Holbach carried their 
theories to their ultimate conclusion - the perfecti-
bility of man. It was William Godwin, of the English 
empirical school, who used t he S<Jl'S~oru:.~.ii-m_:theory as 
the basis for his belief in infinite perfectibility. 
1 - The Encyclopaedia Britannica - 13th edition - Vol. 
13-14, p. 577. Article: Holbach. 
11. 
·1te s·llailll discuss the contribution of Godwin later, but 
it might be well to show the inter-relation between 
the two theories. 
Briefly, if man is born with no innate c h ar-
acteristics, then his education , his sense impressions 
can be so determined as to avoid those sensations de-
trimental t o advancement. Ma n is free to advance 
from p erfection to perfection. 'l'he sensational psy-
chology is the great leve lling rod putting on an e qual 
basis, and g iving an equal ch ance to king and serf. 
we can realize the uproar this t heory creat ed, 
only wh en we remember the basis on which society h a d 
existed for hundreds of year s - the ancient order of 
feudalism1which g ave men two loyalties, the king and 
the church. Loyalty to the king demanded hanage and 
ob edience to oppressive laws and corrupt government; 
loyalty to the church was a constant appeasing of a trans -
cendental and indifferent Deity that one mi ght have a rel-
ative happiness in a future life. 
But man was waking to the possibilities of the 
present. 
11 The supremely desi r able thing bec ame, 
not assurance o f happiness in a life 
to come , but happiness here in this 
world and now - a n amelioration of 
the p resent environment. For, cut 
loos e from the contemplation of heaven 
and hell, divorced~om faith in a su-
pernatural being , and convinced, too, 
t h at the divinely appointed deleg ates, 
t hese p riests and k ing s, were imposters 
12. 
and tyrants, men were flungback upon 
themselves; they began to f eel the emo-
tions of solidarity ••••• Having lost con-
fidence in their rulers, having been 
driven to despair by oppression, men 
then began to feel conf idence in them-
selves; and as they be came conscious of 
their own streng th they realized that in 
their own wills, their wills so long dor-
mant, their wills now awakened, lay the 
sources of power. From their own wills 
and from t hese alon~ could there be de-
rived any warrant for authority a nd the 
sovereignty of government. '' 1 
These men, imbued with the Revolutionary spirit, com-
mitted t he popula r error of objectifying t heir i deals 
and calling them realities. 
B. David Hume 
It remained for David Hume, an English 
philosopher, through c a l m and subtle argument to g ive 
a philosophic basis for their comparatively superficial 
and s hallow reasoning . Hume clearly d emonstrates t h e 
difference b etween the French and English schools of 
thought. 'l'he French tl}!'B;:S.:S materialism with its direct 
appeal to the masses, came to its quick and log ical 
conclusions in the bloody reign of Terror; the subtle, 
dispassionate critical reasoning of Hume founded the 
school of empirical philosophy, and l ed to a slower 
but bloodless, reasoned and sane reformation in En g lish 
1 - Hancock, Albert E., op. cit., p. 6. 
13. 
economic life. 
1. Theory of Knowledge 
Hume believed t h at the science of human 
nature must be treated according to the experimental 
method. The premise from which he s tarted was h is 
answer to the probl em of psychology . This probl em -
the exact descrip tion of the contents of the individual 
mind,and determination of the conditions of orig in a n d 
the development of conscious experience in the individual 
mind - he answered thus: 
"The conscious exp erience of the 
individual is the result of inter-
action between the individual mind 
and the universe of things."l 
He next advances to the question of how the 
individual knows anything, wh at theory of knowled g e 
underlies his description of the problem of psychology , 
and he concluded that the answer to the one was also 
the answer to the other; he made no distinction. 
"The psychological conception, then, -
on the basis of which Hume proceeds 
to discuss the theory of knowledge, is 
that of conscious experience as contain-
ing merely the succession of isolated 
impressions and their fainter copies, 
ideas, and as bound together by merely 
natural or external links of connexion, 
1 - The Encyclopaedia Britannica - 13th edition - Vol. 
13-14- Article: Hume. 
14. 
the principles of association among 
ideas. ·•1 
All our knowledge is but the sum of our experience. 
'l'he difficulty, in basing a theory of knowl-
edg e upon psychological analysis alone, lies in the 
fact that the interpretation of experience involves 
not only the facts of cognition, but also the synthe-
sis of thes e facts. If the theory of knowledge is 
supposedly covered by the psychological theorem, then 
it gives no interpretation to the synthesis which is 
more than any of the facts which form it. The syn-
thesis of the "matters ;; in knowledge is the subtle 
addition peculiar to cognition, which pl~ces a theory 
of knowledge beyond the mere interpretat ion and answer 
which suffices for the problem of psychology . Hume 
confounded the cause of ideas with their occasion. 
'l'he facts of knowledge may be observed and catalogued; 
the synth esis which is the heart and meaning of cog-
nition may not be. 
Hume 1 s explanation, that the synthesis in 
cognition was i•merely the accidental result of exter-
nal relations among the elements of conscious experi-
ence "2 , did not completely satisfy Hume himself. 
1 - The Encyclopaedia Britannica - 13th edition - Vol. 
13 -14 - Article: Hume, page 880. 
2 - Ibid. 
15. 
2. Resultant Empirical Philosophy 
This de~ining o~ the problem o~ psychology 
and the theory o~ knowledge with the same explanation 
gives the keynote to the whole philosophic system o~ 
Hume. For him man's knowledge is the result o~ ex-
perience; the interaction o~ mind and thing s. His 
dismissal o~ the synthesis of cognition as an acciden-
tal result o~ external relations is the basis on which 
he dismisses everything which is not covered or demon-
strated by observation. Thus comparison, judgment, 
discrimination are unexplained - and faith done away 
with. 
3. View o~ Traditional Religion 
With the ~oundat ion that there is simply 
the ~act o~ conscious experience Hume goes on to ex-
plain the false conception and place o~ religion. He 
deals with history as a wh:>le, a continuous progres-
sion, and he t akes the reasons ad~anced ~or belie~ in 
Uod, as they have developed historic ally, and re~tes 
them. His sole guide is experience - exp erience shovvs 
that life is orderly, change preceded by change. We 
. can know nothing about the beginning of the world, 
there~ore we can not d ogmatise as to its causation by 
16. 
an intellig ent God. 
Even granting that there is ultimate cause, 
we can not find in it anything beyond that which we 
experience of it. 
"By such reasoning we should 'have 
certainly added something to the 
attributes of the Cause beyond what 
ap p ears in the effect. ' 11 1 
He goes beyond that to s tate that though the 
mechanica l world shows adaptation of means to ends sur-
passing human skill, the inference of a Supreme Mind 
is to be denied. The "complexity of the cause must 
e qual the complexity of the effect. 11 2 Back of the 
world of mechanics is that of ideas, also exhibiting 
marks of design to the same extent. Hume could not posit 
simplicity of the Divine Mind as the source of the com-
p lexi t y of t he universe. He stops at the material 
world and ;'credits it with a spontaneous power of self-
adjustment to immanent ends. i• 3 
Science, open ing a g reat new field of discovery 
destroy s t he teleological argument for God; motion may 
conceiV:·.~bly have been star ted oy the orig ina l forces 
of matter just as well as by a n Infinite Mind . 
Against the moral argument for God he a gain 
emphasizes his statement that 11 from an imperfect effect 
1 - Benn, A.W. Th e History o f English Rationa lism in the 
Nineteenth Century, Longmanns, Green 8: Co. 
London, 190 6, p. 169 . 
2 - Ibid . 
3 - Ibid, p . 171. 
17. 
a perfect Cause cannot necessarily be ini'erred. 11 1 
Hume bases his belief's concerning the falsity of' the 
existing religious i'aith on experience - on the growth 
oi' monotheism i'rom the instinctive desire t o posit 
supernatural qualities in material obJects as exhi-
bited in the earliest i'orms oi'idolatry. 
"As a true sceptic, he probably did 
not expect the bulk of' mankind would 
ever f ollow him in his conclusions. 
He i'elt that, although a rational 
system of theology capable of' affect-
ing men's live s be an impossibility, 
his o~n denial of' its vali~ity did 
not quite destroy the underlying sent-
iment."2 
4 . Contribution 
The importance of' Hume lies in the logic-al 
and i'irm grasp with which he presents his views. The 
imperfections which even Hume saw, arise within the 
philosophical theory itself', rather than i'rom an in-
complete understanding of' the principle he presents . 
He formed i'or his mm time, the most logical 
and finest basis i'or the downfall of that corruption 
and servitude which marked the church and state, and 
those whom it held in bondage;. and in the significance 
it gave t o man as a reasonable be ing , l a i d the i'ounda-
1 - Benn, A. w., op . cit., p . 171. 
2 - ~tephen , Leslie, History of' English Thought in the 
18th century, Vol. I, Smith, Elder and Co. 
London, 1876, p. 3 4 2. 
18. 
tions for revolt and reform. 
0helley , in his own t;hought , early dispo;:;ed 
of the mater i alism rampant in his day . Materialism 
was a g ross form of rationalism, appealing to the mass es 
to whom the more subtle distinctions of Hume made no 
appeal. But Shelley, sensitive of mind and essenti-
ally non-physical in thought, took on the Humian pro-
cesses of criticism from the man he so intensely ad-
mired ·and who so greatly influenced him - William Godwin. 
c. William Godwin 
1. The Man 
Today, God·win has sunk into the obscurity 
which envelops those whose opinions are influential 
only upon contemporary events and men . But Shelley 
has become immortal, and the impression of Godwin's 
theories upon Shelley's thinking cannot be ove rlooked. 
Godwin was in the highest degree, capable of 
formulating the theories expressed in his Political 
Jus tice. A cold, logical, controlled mind, an unim-
passioned spirit, a narrow , imagination, a complete 
absence of humor mark the man. Absorbed in one idea 
he carried it to the extreme where it eventually became 
its own destroyer. In this remorseless logi c there 
seems to be a singular lack of the element he so highly 
19. 
extolled, that of reason. He swept aside or ignored 
strange paradoxes, and he demonstrates the fault of the 
French materialists in objectifying his ideals, and 
calling them realities. He was, above all, the 
scholar. He seems never to have touched the realities 
of factories and slums and economic conditions - the 
concrete ~xamples of the oppression he hated. His was 
"the uncompromising application of ideas to lifen; it 
remained for others to ~pply · those ideas in social and 
political reform. 
But, while seeing the absurdity of many of 
his theories, let us not forget that he was motivated 
by the finest altruism. He desired that man should 
be free from those chains which bind him to an animal 
existence. He ' longed for the time when manis spirit 
vmuld be unfettered; when government would be done 
away and the individual would be guided by the dictates 
of reason. He not only hoped for this - he expressed 
his hopes in terms of considerable force and clarity. 
He was a philosophic anarchist in the most complete 
sense of the term. 
2. Theories 
Godwin's whole philosophy is based on the 
psychology of sensation as set forth by Helvetius. 
We ask 
20. 
"how can knowledge be possible if ~he 
mind is merely a stream of baseless 
impressions, cohering or separating 
according to radically unknowable 
laws? 11 1 
Godwin ignored the question, and in his ~nguiry Concern-
ing Political Justice, built his theory of the perfection 
of man upon the foundation provided by the French mater-
ialists, and with the girders of empirical philosophy 
which Hume so keenly constructed, he erected a lofty 
monument to .Keason. 
a. Individualism 
Through the formative period prior to his 
writing of the Political Justice, he had grown to 
believe that the symbol of oppression was government -
government of any kind. ~o long as man believed in 
obedience to anything or anyone rather than in his 
ovm ability to reason, so long would therefuy tyranny. 
11 No man must encroach upon my 
pro"'lince nor I upon his. He may 
advise me, moderately and without 
pertinaciousness, but he mus t not 
expect to dictate to me, He may 
censure me freely Rnd without re-
serve, but he should remember that 
I am to act by my deliberation and not 
his •••• I ought to exercise my talents 
for the benefits of others , but that 
exercise must be the fruit of my O\vn 
1 - S tephen, Leslie, Hours in a Librar~, Vol. III. Smith 
Elder and Co. London, 190 , p. 372. 
21. 
conviction; no man must attempt to 
press me into the service."l 
b. Perfectibility of Man Through Reason 
Never forgetting the final importance of the 
ind i vidual, Godwin thought that as man advances throug h 
continuous stages of ·improvement, his individuality 
will express itself in benevolent consideration for 
the who le of society. .L'hus he wil l not place consid-
eration for the safety of those dearest to him above a 
like consideration for another; he will rather save a 
great scientist or a great author b e fore seeking the 
safety o f his father or child or wife, if such a choice 
becomes necess~ry. 
All marriage laws will be forgotten. unly 
mutual love is binding , and if that ceases , then any 
at tempt to hold another by vows is tyranny and as such, 
is a source of unhappiness to society as a whole . Ivian 
will make no promises of any kind, for he will judg e 
the action necessary for any particular occasion by the 
reasonable argument which presents i tself to him at 
that time. 
::A pedantic moral i ty that reduces 
duty to a kind of: geometry had more 
attraction for Godwin than a moral -
1 - Godwin, William, Enquiry Concerning Political Jus-
tice, 2nd edition , Vol. I, G.G . and J . 
Robinson, bondon, 1796, p. 169. 
22. 
ity t h at winds itselr into the truths 
or human nature."l 
There is a dignity about this "pedantic 
morality ;; , however, which still gives us some idea 
or the unselrish enthusiasm which marked its disciples. 
uodwin 1 s dispassionate and log ically advancing argu-
ments ror the reasoned growth of man in place of the 
violent and harmful activities or revolution have a 
derinite appeal. 
"Dispassionate enquiry, not bitterness 
and resentment, is the parent or ~erorm. 
The wise man will avoid persecution, be-
cause a protracted lire and an unrettered 
liberty are lik ely to enable him to pro-
duce s. grea-c er sum or good. 11 When per-
secut ion comes ;;he will meet it • •• • 
with that dignity of soul and tranquil-
ity or temper that are characteristic 
of true wisdom •••• He will make the best 
or the situation to whi ch he is reduced, and 
endeavor that his death, like his lire, may 
be or use to mankind.H2 
3. His Inrluence 
Godwin, in the later y ears of his life, mod-
iried his extreme and aloor views, which were expressed 
in the Political Justice, through particip ation in life. 
ftt forty, he met, loved and was loved by Mary 
Wollstonecraft. 'l'he single year' of their marriage, 
1 - Dowden, Edward, 'rhe French Hevolution and En glish 
Literature, Charles 0cribners 0ons, N.Y. 
1897, p. 48. 
2 - Godwin, William, op.cit., p. 463. 
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ending tragically with her death at the birth of a 
daughter, produced profound modifications in Godwin 's 
thinking , rtis individualism was melted and moulded 
by his concern for his family. He was .no longer 
alone - he was a participant in society - and, t h ough 
society may maim, it also may draw forth warm and 
beautiful expressions of unselfish love and devo tion . 
His influence came, however, tlFough Politi-
cal Justic e . when we consider the r outine in which 
men had lived for hundreds of years, the dominance of 
authority and tradition ove r man 's every thought, is i t 
any wonder that a man such as Godwin, with his ability 
of forceful and dynamic presentation of the possibili-
ties of Heason in the furtherance of Perfectibility , 
s h ould h a ve been re g arded as a god and f ollowed with 
b+ind enthusiasm? 
The spirit of that time was so vita l, that, 
1h<z-
even through~single medium o f books, one feels the 
urge, the beauty of its conceptions , the glorious free -
dom of its spirit and the dynami c of its enthusi~sms 
which lif~one above the concrete world into dizzy 
heights where progress is rea~ and the infinite possi -
bilitfues of perfection in the world s tret ch straight 
and far. 
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lii. Summary or General Trends 
We have discussed the place of the French 
materialists, of Hume and of Godwin in the thought of 
the hevolution. We have shown the significance of 
neason for the liberation of mankind. In closing ,let 
us, briefly, speak of phases in Revolutionary thought 
vvhich were p eculiar to it. 
A. Classic Tendency 
The writers of the Revolutionary p eriod, 
were concerned with great abstract conceptions, ideas 
of a universal nature - Man, Justice, Liberty, ~quality, 
Fraternity. ·1d th a great hatred or anything smacking 
of the medieval t hey went back to Greek antiquity ror 
the terms which clothed t heir revolutionary fervor. 
Godwin's pages are strewn with capital letters 
and they are ind icative or the work of other enthusiasts 
of his day. 
lf reduc ed the particular and indiV:iiual 
t o general i d eas, or substituted an 
abstraction for a group of thing s 
concrete with all their manifold 
details.rrl 
l- Dowden, Edward, on. ci t ., p. 3. 
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B. Simplification of Life 
Rousseau is probably the best known of those 
who preached the _simplification of life. However, he 
was desirous of simplicity in terms of a return to 
nature. The simplicity of Godwin was that which in-
fluenced Shelley, and was a plea for an advancement 
11 Seeing the great disparity there is 
between different conditions of human 
life, he ought constantly to endeavor 
to raise each class, and every individ-
ual of each class, to a class above it. 
This is the true equalification of man-
kind. Not to pull down those who are 
exalted,and reduce all to a naked and 
savage equality. But to raise those 
who a re abased; to communicate to every 
man all g enuine p leasures, to elevate 
every man to all true wisdom, and to 
make all men participators of a liberal 
and comp rehensive benevolence. This 
is the path in which the reformers of 
mankind ough t to travel. This is the 
prize they should pursue."l 
C. Hedonism 
Pleasure is a word to be found repeatedly 
in the Political Justice. Happiness is the determin-
ing factor in choice rather than Duty. 'J.1he Revolution 
1 - Godwin, Wi lliam, op . cit ., p . 448. 
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taught man that he might look for happiness and harmony 
in his present life. The church's demand for obedi-
ence and humility as t h e means of possible felicity in 
a future life was undermined. 
Ignorance, vice, superstition and error are the 
causes of misery. Slough off these Chainsl Man i s a 
reasonable being and may find his way to happiness in 
this world. Godwin preached an intellectual Hedonism 
advancing beyond the materialism of Hdbach. Godwin 
sought unity, purpose and benevolence. 
The hope for political justice from the im-
petus of its ovm aspiration was 
11 carried swiftly beyond the pT·osaic demand 
for Parliamentary Reform. It evolved 
its programme for the reconstruction of 
all human institutions and projected t he 
amendment of human nature itself. America 
had made an end of kings, and France was 
in the full tide of revolution. Nothing 
was too mighty for this new-gotten hope, 
and the path to human perfectibility 
stretched as plain as the narr.ow road t o 
Bunyan's Heavenly City."l 
In the lifetime of Shelley this dream of 
Perfectibility followed the evolution of the earlier 
dreams and hopes of the Hebrew race -
" from the confident expectation of 
instant change, through the sobri-
eties of disillusionment and the 
recantations of despair, to the irred-
l- Brailsford, H.N., Shelley, Godwin and Their Circle, 
Henry Holt and Co. N. Y. 1914, p.8-9. 
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escent dreams of the future."l 
Shelley was born both too late and too early 
for his own day: tuo late, in that Eng lish opinion, in 
a revulsion of fear and rage for the s afety of the 
nation, swung back to an ultra-conservatism, and threw 
aside the incendiary brands of freedom; too early, be-
cause he was a visionaire, a prophet, without honor in 
his own country. 
"I will be wise, 
And just, and free, and mild, if in me lies, 
Such power, for I grow weary to behold 
The selfish and the strong still tyrannise 
Without reproach or check."2 
Edward Dowden in his essay on Shelley creates 
a beautiful simile. As the waves of r evolution rolled 
on and gradually receded, there appeared a rainbow 
over the waste, catching, in its radiant evanescence, 
all the immortal beauty which was to stir men's souls 
anew to loftier aims and more spiritual desires. 
"A Poet hidden 
In the light of thought 
Singing hymns unbidden, 
Till the w01~ld is wrought 
•ro sympathy with hope s and fears it 
heeded not."3 
1 - Brailsford, H.N., op. cit., p. 7-8. 
2 - "The Revolt of Islam11 - lines 31-35. 
3 - 11 To a Skylark" - lines 3-6-40. 
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CHAPTER II. 
'l, HE LIFE OF PERCY BYSSHE SHELLEY - AN EXILE 
"Lift not the painted veil which those who live 
Call life; .•• ~ ••• 
I knew one who had lifted it - he sought 
For his lost heart was tender, thing s 
to l ove, 
But found them not, alasl nor was there 
aught 
The world cont a ins, the which he could 
approve. 
Through the unheeding many he did move, 
A splendour among Shadows, a bright blot 
Upon this g loomy scene, a Spirit that 
strove 




THE LIFE OF PERCY BYSSHE SHELLEY - AN EXILE 
I. An Exile from Home 
"By solemn vision, and bright silver dream, 
His infancy was nurtured. Every sight 
And sound from the vast earth and ambient 
air, 
Sent to his heart its choicest impulses, 
'rhe fountains of divine philosophy 
Fled not his thirsting lips, and all of gre at, 
Or good, or lovely, which the sacred past 
In truth or fable consecrates, he felt 
And knew. 11 1 
A. Boyhood 
Thus does Shelley describe :... his boyhood. 
Learning that he came of a family considered 1Neal thy, 
that , as eldest son he would succeed to the b a ronetcy, 
and that the family home, Field Place, in Sussex, was 
beautifully situated in a par-K, it is evident that he 
was in touch with and had the means of obtaining beauty. 
He revelled in ghost stories and was the inspirer of 
delight and terror in his sisters by the weird tales 
he acted for them. They lived in an unreal world o f 
i magination peopled by dragons and giants and demons 
and fairies. 
1 - The Poetical Works of Shelley - edited by 'l'homas 
Hutchinson - Oxford University Press, London, 
1927. 11 Alastor ll - lines 67-75 . 
His dearest allies were his sister Elizabeth 
and his cousin Harriet Grove, both of whom he loved de-
votedly. They were constantly together during Bysshe r s 
holidays from Eton, and inspired in each other a love 
of Truth - though it must be confessed that Shelley 
was the leader in the fields of doubt. It became a 
game of 11 follow the leader '; with Elizabeth and Harriet 
valiantly doing their b est. 
These vacations from Eton were periods of 
'l'o a mind 
respite for the boy Shelley. A Sensitive to beauty, 
hating even the appearance of tyranny, Eton in the 
early nineteenth century was a place .of constant tor-
ment. Rebelling against all compulsion he was the 
target for attack on every side. 
B. Oxford Days 
\Vhen in 1810 he went up to Oxford, p eace 
filled his soul. At last had come the time when he 
would be free to study the things he chose, to read 
the books he liked, to write and question and discuss 
all topics that presented themselves to his inquisi-
tive mind. Hogg describes his first impression of 
~helley as being tall, 
11 but . he stooped so much that he seemed 
of a low stature. His clothes were 
expensive, and made according to the 
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most approved mode of the day; but they 
were tumbled, rumpled, unbrushed. His 
gestures were abrupt, and sometimes 
violent, occasionally even awkward, 
yet more frequently gentle and gra c e -
ful. His complexion was delicate •••• 
his features, his whole face and 
particularly his h ead, were , in fact, 
unusually small •••• his hair was long 
and bushy, and in fits of absence, and 
in the agonies of anxious thought , he 
often rubbed it fiercely with his h ands 
•••• so that it was singularly wild and 
rough . 11 1 
To have such an unruly head;to go about with the collar 
of his shirt open at the throat, and. to min-ch:/a'Dsent~ .... ·· 
mi:n9,~dl:V, bread , with which his pockets were filled, was 
quite sufficient t o set ~helley apart from the crowd. 
'l'he further fact tha t he and Hogg, who struck up a 
great friendship, never came to meals at the proper 
times and wandered through the lanes about oxford, 
talking incessantly, was the final curse. Young men 
went to Oxford to get the training necessary to become 
estimable and loyal citizens, not to question the tra-
di tiona l order of things. 'Nhat, today, would be con-
siflered quite a normal trend of mind, at that time 
was considered imprudent and dangerous, not to say 
heretical . 
~helley was content, however. Following a 
veg et e rian diet, drinking no wine , reading , writing , 
1 - Symonds , J.A., 0helley , Macmillan and Co. Lond on, 
1878, p. 23. 
32. 
walking and talking with Hogg - this simplicity Shelley 
loved and would have been content to follow forever . 
He read the French materialists, Hume and 
Godwin. The Political Justice was already known to 
him and he followed its reasoning devotedly. He was 
an enthusiastic revolutionist - a mental anarchist -
with an insatiable desire to understand the causes of 
the effects he saw in the oppression of contemporary 
life. By the time of Bysshe 1 s Oxford days, England 
in fear of the extremes to wbich the French Revolution 
had been carried, had s vrung back to a staunch conser-
vat ism. ;:,helley saw the need of further activity in 
the cause of liberty. He dedicated himself to carrying 
on in his ovm way the principles of Political Justic e . 
8helley was born a revolutionist. His whole 
mental trend was one of revolt against tyranny of mind 
or body . Of an impulsive rather than a logical mind , 
he saw, as the cause of the misery and oppression in 
the world , priests and kings. Me saw them as monsters , 
not as mis guided human being s . 
.; He writes about the great wicked world 
of tyrants and slaves, as a monk, 
telling the life of a s a int, mi ght 
write of all the pagan wickedness of 
the Roman Empire. 11 1 
1 - Lecture: 11 Shelley and the Oppressors of Mankind'', 
Gordon, George , Proceedings o f the British Museum, 
Vol. x , 1921-1923, Oxford University Press, London, 
p. 261. 
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This inability to understand and estimate, not only 
history, but also contempoJ•ary people and events, 6helley 
was never to lose. '' In him, as in many people, too 
intense a need of loving excludes the capacity for in-
telligent symp athy.ul 
This all embracing love ~ a love for all man-
kind - ohelley did indeed possess to a superlative de-
gree. It is one of his most appealing characteristics -
and one which through misunderstanding, was to cause 
him g reat unhappiness. 
An increasing coolness on the part of his 
ideal love, Harriet Grove, was but the sign of further 
alienation. Fearing Shelley; s obvious unorthodox views
1 
she returned to her natural level of customary behavior. 
nit is rare that pretty women show 
a taste for dangerous ideas. Beauty 
the natural expression of law and 
order, is conservative by essence; 
it upholds all established religions 
o r which it adorns the ceremonies .:o2 
In spite of the pleading of Elizabeth, still true to her 
brother, rtarriet refused to see 6helley again. His 
first faith in an individual was broken. 
1 - Santayana, George, Winds of Doctrine, Charles ocrib-
ners ~ons, N.Y. 1913, p. 171. 
2 - Maurois, Andre, Ariel, the Life of 0helley, D. Apple-
ton & Co. N. Y., 1924 , p. 27. 
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C. The Necessity or Atheism 
This short squall was as nothing in compari-
son to the storm which broke shortly arter,ohelley, 
reeling that his sceptical reasonings were lo g ical, 
desired an opposite view, a rerutation by someone with 
we ightier authority and broader knowledge. The abil-
ity or the human mind t o re a son fascinated :::ihelley. He 
by no means held the views he circulated. They were 
simply chemica l experiments or the mind, and we re a 
declaration that it was each. man ' s privilege to ascer-
tain for himself the truth of things . 
For this reason he sent a p8111phlet "The Ne -
cessity of .atheism:: to the University authorities • 
.::>wirt and sure was the punishment. Confronted by such 
a work of the devil, the Dean, in turn, confronted 
Shelley and expelled him peremptorily. Hogg, rushing 
to the defense of his friend, was given the same 
cavalier treatment. 
D. Expulsion 
Thus quickly did tyranny f all upon the apos-
tle of freedom. The blow was terrible, and terrible was 
the 'VIrrath of 'l'imotby ;:>helley, his father. 
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11 Age, authority, experience, custom, 
compromise, and let me add, kindness 
of heart confront, in the muddled 
person of 'l'imothy :::>helley, the logic 
of the stripling , the inhumanity of 
the enthusiast, the terrible recti-
tude of y outh. :: l 
No compromise .could be made on either side; 
the father, brusk in his demand for a recantation, 
the son, loftily proclaiming the dual causes of reason 
and liberty. 
~o quickly, then he lost the precious se-
elusion of oxford. Had he stayed, 
"He might have attained to juster 
views of ~he world, and of the 
history and laws of human society 
•.•• But the same temperament which 
exposed him to unusual risks made 
ohelley our keenest singer of j oy 
and sorrow; and we must take in all 
things loss with gain •••• Content 
if the gain exc e eds by a little, 
abundantly grateful if it exceeds 
by much. 11 2 
II. Exile from Society 
<::>helley wandered about London, friendless 
and unhappy. Hogg had been sent to York to study law 
by his father, and his letters were the one consolation 
remaining to 8helley. 
1 - Gordon, George, op. cit., p. 261. 
2 - Dowden, Eedward, Life of :::>helley, Vol. I, Charles 
Scribner's ~ons, N.Y., p.l26-127. 
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a. Marriage to Harriet 
His sisters provided him with money through 
a scboolmat~,Harriet Westbrook, who was thrilled by 
Shelley's abstract dissertations and romantic situation~. 
An ardent ~riendship grew between them, ~ostered by the 
loneliness and despair of Bysshe. It was a consolation 
to have at least one person who believed in him, and 
Shelley began to see in Harriet Westbrook the ideal 
inspiration to which Harriet Grove had been ~alse. 
As this ~riendship deepened, others inter-
ested in Shelley, namely his uncle, Captain Pil~old, 
and the Duke of Nor~olk sought his reinstatement, and 
gained him an income of two hundred pounds a year. 
'l'here was no reinstatement ever to be gained to Ox~ord, 
however. 
Harriett's li~e meanwhile was unhappy. Per-
secuted by schoolmates and teachers alike ~or her cham-
pionsh ip o~ an ~~ atheist" she wrote i:)helley, claiming 
him as her only protector. Feeling be was responsible 
he decided to rescue her, an~much against his principle~ 
to marry her. He believed firmly in ~ree love, but Hogg's 
clever argument that it would be sel~ish to expos e Harri-
ett to scorn, won the day. ·.1.·hey fled to Scotland - and 
horror and rage reigned at Field Place. ~helley the next 
heir to the baronetcy bad married an inn-keeper's 
daughter. 
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~his was the beginning of a period of wander-
ings, of settlements in towns · rrforever 11 and sudden de-
partures. Harriett 1 s sister, Eliza, an unattractive 
and !:ma();ag ingu spinster, joined the party~ at York. Hogg' s 
unfortunate interest in Harriet drove them on to the Lake 
district, and while there, E>helley lear ned that Godwin 
his guide and advisor, was still living ! Immediately 
he began a correspondence with the aim of eventually 
joining the t wo families under one roof~ The beauti-
ful generosi ty - the selflessness of uhelley is ove r-
'.ll!he lming at times . He abhorred all organized relig ion, 
ye~ his sincere and deep appreciation of Christ and 
his p rinciples shine out in splendid morality. 
Shelley was probably the most moral man of 
his day and many days thereafter. His living was a 
demons-cration of what o t hers preached. His was the 
moral and intellectua l courage to put into p ractice 
the principles he h eld. Only thus could man grow in 
perfection. 
The incident which seems to be the most 
pitiful and most indicative of his vvhole life occurred 
at this time. The Irish were rebelling a gainst the 
tyranny of Eng land. Shelley , thinking to guide them 
with Love into a victory marked by t he principles of 
Godwin's perfectionism, went to Ireland with Harriett 
and the ever-present Eliza. His "Address to the Irish 
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People" is a more vivid revelation of' t he prophet 
Shelley, than any of' his poetry. His poetry breathes 
defiance; his prose streng thens tolerantly. In Ire-
land Shelley played with the revolution with a child's 
seriousness. His utter since rity and belief' in his 
mission is accompanied; on the part of' Harriett, by an 
elfin delight in the game of distributing his pamphlets. 
Harriet wrote Miss Hitchener tha t 
11 we throw them out of the window and 
give them to men that we pass in the 
streets. For myself I am ready to die 
of laughter when it is done, and Percy 
looks so grave. Yesterday, he put one 
into a woman's hood of' a cloak; she 
knew nothing of it, and we passed her . "l 
A sense of humor seems to be a rare gif't in this world. 
Shelley was not so gifted. Humor is a balancing meas -
1Are to lighten too serious a view of' lif'e and its troub-
les. Often there is only a choice between laughter and 
despair. With Shelley it proved to be a despairing 
disillusion. The principles of' the Political Justice 
of Godwin had been expressed for twenty years; they not 
only had not been successfUl in Ireland; they seemed 
not to have hastened the progress of the human mind 
elsewhere. ''I will own that I am eager that something 
should be done . .~ 
1 - Dowden, Edward, Life of Shelley, Vol. I, Kegan Paul, 
French~ Co. London, 1 886, p. 250. 
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The impetuosity of youth accounted in part 
for his impatience - he was only twenty at this time -
butthe adaptation to reality, concrete problems and 
their slow solutions, was an impossibility to Shelley. 
From this time on, he finds comfort increasingly, in 
building ideal worlds as a refuge from the ingratitude 
and stupidity of the present life. 
ni give in .••• never again will I 
address myself to the ignorant •••• 
I will content myself with being t h e 
cause of an effect which will mani -
fest itself years after I myse l f am 
dust. 11 1 
The next two years, c~.-:_ I8I2.-, i·.'"t:- }.'i0 to August , 
· . · ·· If:'3 .I4 - ;~ ·~ •.' - . . . ' '~ ·-. -, show a growing alienation not only 
with the world, but also with those to whom he had 
looked for guidance and companionship. 
Miss Hitchener, his 11 soul 1 s sistern, who had 
joined them, proved a disappointment and an irritant. 
Eliza grew more unbear able until Shelley hated the sight 
of her . 'l1here can be little question that Eliza was 
the source of Harriett's growing discontent. 
b. Alienation and Separation from Harriett 
Shelley made delightful friends and sought 
their companyixucreasingly. He went often to the God -
1 - Maurois , A., op . cit., p. 106. 
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win's. His generosity to this man, whom he reveredJ 
caused him to borrow money that he might assist God-
win's financial difficulties - this became a matter of 
course. With friends whose intellectual opinions were 
in sympathy with his, Shelley could be delightful. He 
was 
"Entirely without arrogance or 
agressive egotism; attached to 
id-eas, yet submitting hls most 
cherished convictions to the freest 
discussion; of gracious and gentle 
manners, yet never wearing the stiff 
brocade of ceremony; responding like 
a tremulous i:t;1strument, to every 
breath of passion or of sentiment."l 
Shelley was advancing rapidly in his though~ 
and this only served to widen the chasm between him 
and Harriet who turned increasingly to bonnets and 
carriages and silver service. The birth of little 
Ianthe wasm interlude in the domestic infelicity which 
lasted for only a brief time. 
Harriet returned to her sister; Shelley met 
and fell passionately in love with Mary Wollstonecraft 
Godwin- the · only daughter of Godwin by Mary Wollstone-
craft. The explanation of Shelley's evident admiration 
for many women from Harriet Grove to Jane Williams has 
e )(piAnRlton 
a definite in the personality of Shelley. For him the 
A 
highest inspiration was a woman. He felt the necessity 
1- Dowden, Edward, Life of Shelley, Vol. I, p. 377. 
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of personifying those ideals of intellectual beauty 
which were an essential part of himself. It requires 
a thorough understanding of the unworldly ideals of 
Shelley to make his love for three women, at approxi-
mately the same time, seem natural. I speak here of 
Mary, Emilia Viviani, and Jane Williams. Love1 in the 
ordinary use of the word,conveys no me~ning when used 
in connection with Shelley. He loved the ideals ex-
pressed, the woman only as she symbolized and made liv-
ing those ideals. 
''He needed for his h appiness to embody 
in the form of a beautiful woman the 
mysterious and benevolent forces which 
he imagined as scattered throughout 
the universe. Love was for him, an 
impassioned admiration, an integral 
act of fact, an exquisite and perfect 
mixture of the sensuous and the in-
tellectual.ul 
He never realized that human nature is human, 
and so disillusion and disappointment followed when he 
knew the real woman too well. 
Harriet had ceased to be the companion of 
his soul. For him the moral obligation involved was 
the severing of the bonds. He was gentle with her, 
but Eirm in his decision to free himse l f for compan-
ionship with Mary. Mary 
1 - Maurois, Andre, Ariel, p. 148. 
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;; gave him her love frankly and freely, 
and in so doing, acted strictly ac-
cording to her own code of right. The 
young couple's theories of marriage 
which were too i deal not to be regard-
ed as vile by the vile, were also too 
impracticible. Although in their eyes 
mutual love alone and not any ecclesi-
astical or civil formality constituted 
the sacred marriage t ie, they neverthe-
less for practical reasons, and especi-
ally for the sake of their children, 
went tl1rough the customary marriage 
ceremony in 1816, after the suicide of 
Shelley 's first wife ."l 
The revelation that Shelley loved another 
was a g reat shock to Harriet . Though he provided gen-
erously for her, Shelley c annot be excused in this in-
stance. Hi s abode in the realms of unearthly and in-
effable beauty were attended by a singular lack of 
depth of sympathy and understanding. 
This was a case of that very tyranny and 
selfishness which he so abhot~~q. By his a ction he 
brought a real agony to another ; in satisfying his 
o ~rn desire , he strucl{ another a heavy blow. 
III. Exile from Country 
A. Elopement with Mary 
Shelley, due to the death of his g randfather , 
Sir Bysshe, had now enough money for comfortable living, 
1- Brandes, G., Main Currents in Nineteenth Century 
Literature, Vol.IV, The Macmillan Co . 
N.Y., 1905, p . 214 . 
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but1 was an exile for his "villainous 
11
, nay 11 criminal 11 
acts, these last years find him an exile from his 
country, for two reasons. His health required a 
warme r climate than was possible in England so that 
Mary's life was a series of changes from that time on. 
After Harriet's suicide in 1816, the children were 
taken from the custody of the father, as he was believed 
to be not a fit guardian for them. In deep anger and 
sadness, he left the England he loved, fearing t h at the 
children borne him by Mary might also be taken from his 
care. 
Before these events he had lost his faith in 
Godwin. The guide of his youthful searchings, the 
accepter of his generous gifts, berated him harshly 
for his conduct - conduct carried out along the lines 
set down in Godwin's own book - while he still not 
only accepted, but demanded money. Godwin falls to 
his lowest depth in this instance. 
with Mary, Shelley was happy. He desired 
to have Harriet share their friendship and wrote her 
to that effect. 
"Maybe the 'world' would think this 
life in common immoral, but why troub-
le about 1 the world's' opinion? Was 
it not better to obey the dictates 
of love and kindness than those of 
absurd. -o
1
rejudices? Harriet made no 
reply." 
1 - Maurois, Andre, Ariel, p. 163. 
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As one comes again and again upon such in-
stances of other-worldliness, one becomes more deeply 
convinced of the unhappiness which must always be the 
share of a person who so little understands the worl~ 
and by it is so little understood. One pities the 
courageous strength of soul which never stooped to 
meanness or triviality. 
Mary, on the other hand, saw this blindness 
of t>helley to convention quite differently. ;:splendid 
as she was, jealousy sometimes rankled. 
Jane Clairmont, her half-sister, had gone 
with the eloping couple on their six weeks' tour, 
and had stayed with them ever since. This irked 
Mary, who saw the interest of Jane in Shelley to which 
he was totally blind. Jane was sent away as gover-
ness, shortly after Mary's baby was born and died. 
During a stay on Lake Geneva, Shelley met 
Byron, the European sensation. He dis approved of him 
heartily as a man, but despaired of equalling him in 
poetry. 
;:shelley's ovm growth during these last 
brief years of his life was great. He 
11 Every day felt more strongly that 
his real mission in life was to seize 
the most transitory shades of beauty, 
and to fix them f or ever in words 
buoyant and beautiful as them-
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selves. ill 
ourrounded by the petty cares of everyday 
life, ~helley longed to leave England, feeling t h at 
it would be a new birth. Mary believed it the best 
way of taking the daughter o f J"ane Clairmont and Byron, 
Allegra, to her father. Such was Jane's wish, and it 
fell to 3helley to represent the case to By ron, as he 
would not see Jane, or Claire as she was called , under 
any cir cumstances. 
This was just another case where Shelley's 
generous courtesy was demanded and given freely. 
More and more, sorrow became his pation, for 
he lost both ch ildren from fever. Unhappy and restless, 
3helleyand -rVIa:r:;y wandered over Italy, finally settling at Pisa. 
rtere Mary found the social life she wanted, and ohelley 
found comp anionship with the Williams and the beauty 
of land and sea. 
Byron who was staying at Pisa tried to win 
a place for Shelley in the social activities, but 
"the resistance was thoroughly Brit-
ish. In society, Shelley was bored 
and did not hid e it. In questions 
of morality, it was easy to guess 
that he put the Spirit before the 
Letter •••• Faith in the perfectibil-
ity of man is n a turally the most hein-
ous of c r i me s, since, if believed in, 
1 - Maurois, Andre, Ariel, the Life of Shelley , p . 225. 
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it would force one to work for man's 
perfectibility. 'l'he mere smell of it 
makes society fly to arms for its de-
struction. i•l 
B . Life at Pisa 
To ~helley, this social ostracism meant 
little. Here he had the sea and on i t , or the rivers 
n e arby, he loved to sail in a mere shell of a boat for 
hours a-c a "t:; ime. nere he could seek intellectual 
beauty and build a world of his own, untouched by the 
rebuffs and sorrows of the present. 
;
1
'l'he passion for reform is lost in 
the rapturous contempl a tion not 
merely of the world ma de :better, 
but of a better world."2 
More real to him than reality is that 
il isle twixt Heaven, Air, Earth and ~ea , 
Cradled and hung in clear tranquility, 
Bright as that wandering Eden Lucife r, 
111 ashed by the soft blue Oceans of young air. H3 
All his life he had been stigmatized by the name ·• a the -
ist". His explanation of why he vvof'"e it so lightly 
was g iven to Trelawney only a short time before his 
death. 
:: I used t h e name to express my abhorrence 
of superstitition; I took up the word 
as a knight took up the g auntlet, in 
1 - Maurois, A., Ariel, p. 285. 
2 - Gordon, George, Proceedings of the British Academy, 
3.- 11:Epipsychidion11 , lines 447-460. 
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a.efiance of injustice."l 
Organized religion had been the tyranny of mens' souls 
for centurie s . Shelley engaged to clear away the re-
fuse and let the truth of Christ and his principles 
come forth. The world cannot bear too close a com-
parison with truth, beauty and g oodness without shame. 
For such ideals Shelley lived and in their service suf-
"He seemed to have no notion of his 
ovm interests. His p ersonality was 
not in his ovvn eyes what the irs is 
for men in general, something strictly 
limited by definite boundaries; no, his 
poured outwards in a sort of luminous 
fringe melting into that Of his friends 
and even into that of perfect strangers. 
As to the customs and cares of human 
societies, he continued to ignore 
them. 11 2 
c. Death of Shelley 
The boat, Ariel, which was the delight of 
Williams and Shelley, was used as the means of travel 
from Lerici, their summer home, to Leghorn, where 
Shelley was to meet the Hunts and take them to Byron 
at Pisa. 
After the settlement of various arguments 
between Hunt and Byron, Shelley rejoined Williams at 
1 -Brandes, George, op. cit., p. 211. 
2 - Maurois, Andre, Ariel, p. 309. 
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Pisa and they immediately set sail for Lerici, in 
spite of the evidences of coming storm. The rest of 
t he story, the world knows. 'rHe agony of doubt in 
which Mary Shelley and Jane Williams lived was finally 
dispelled when the bodies of Shelley and Williams were 
washed · ·· ;~hore almost a week after they had set out 
on their last sail in the 11 Ariel :' 
"Life, like a dome of many-coloured glass'', 
s.taining 11 the white radiance of eternity" 
had at last been shattered, and 
He is made one with Nature: there is heard 
His voice in all her music, from the moan 
Of thunder, to the song of night 's sweet bird; 
He is a presence to be felt and know·n 
In darkness and in light , from herb and stone, 
Spreading itself where 1er that Power may move 
Which has withdrawn his being to its own; 
Which wie:J_ds the world with never-wearied love, 
Sustains it from beneath, and kindles it above. 
He is a portion of the loveliness 
Which once he made more lovely: he d oth bear 
His part, while the one Spirit's plastic stress 
Sweeps through the dull dense world, compelling 
there, 
All new successions to the forms they wear; 
Torturing th 1 unwilling dross that checks its 
flig ht 
To its own likeness, as each mass may bear; 
And bursting in its beauty and its might 
From trees and beasts and men into the Heaven's 
light." 1 
Shelley, a man of the finest sincerity, the 
truest morality, the most generous impulse, and Shelley, 
a soul of the clearest insight, the most radiant vision, 
and the most unwavering Hope, has left us the theme of 
l -"Adonais", lines 370-387. 
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his life - and its greatest memorial: 
11
'J.1o suffer woes which Hope thinks infinite; 
To forgive wrongs darker than death or night; 
To defy Power, which seems omnipotent; 
To l ove, and hear; to hope till Hope creates 
From its own wreck the thing it contemplates; 
Neit her to change, nor fal"Ger, nor repent; 
This, like thy glory, Titan, is to be 
Good, gre at and joyous, beautiful and free; 
'l'bis is alone Life, Joy, Empire, and Vic tory. ul 
1 -"Prometheus Unbound", lines 570-578. 
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CHAPTER III. 
THE PHILOSOPHY OF PERCY BYSSHE SHELLEY 
"Thy voice to us is wind among still woods. " 
"Prometheus Unbound. 11 
CHAPTER III. 
THE PHILOSOPHY OF PERCY BYSSHE SHELLEY 
"Spirit of Beauty •••• 
'I'hy light alone - like mist o 1 er mountains 
driven, 
Or music by the ni ght-wind sent 
Through strings of some still instrument, 
Or moonlight on a midnight stream, 
Gives grace and truth to life's un-
quiet dream. 11 1 
Beauty, the .intangible, the fleeting, was t h e 
skylark which led Shelley 
i
1Higher still and higher •.•• till 
••••• Like a cloud of fire; 
The blue deep thou wingest, 
And sing ing still dost soar and 
soaring ev~r singest."2 
1. The Materialistic Stage 
The instinctive trai t in Shelley, which gives 
to his love of beauty his peculiar soaring quality, was 
that of rebellion. He was born into the world a rebel 
and no compromise is ever made with tyranny and oppres-
sion. His writings are the mirror of his soul. 
AS he Vi;e_w~~S everything in the light of truth, 
his early r ebellion followed the lines of the French 
materialists and the empiricism of Hume. This curiosity 
concerning the mind demanded outlet - such pamphlets as 
1- "Hymn to Intellectual Beauty", lines 32-36. 
2- 11 To a Skylark", lines 6-10. 
his "The Necessity of' Atheism" are mental copy-books 
in which he tried the strength of' the wings of' reason. 
He repudiated his poem "Queen Mab 11 in later 
years - it was but the expression of' a stage in his 
intellectual advance. 
;;The philosophy of' matter and motion 
f'or the combative Shelley, was a 
convenient vantage-ground f'or argu-
ment; but his mind and imagination 
were, in spite of' his protestat ions, 
transcendental; they instinctively 
demanded a spiritual view of' the 
world. 11 1 
In Shelley's time, however, to think f'or 
enjoyment was heresy. 'l'hough t f'ollowed certain welll-
defined grooves. TO oppose or question these was to 
bring down the wrath of' those whom tradition had f'ormed. 
"The strength and vitality of' the 
human soul is tested by its contact 
with institutions. O.ne af'ter another 
they present themselves to the grow-
ing man, claiming to subdue him and 
to use him •••• ~helley f'rom the first 
resisted capture: as a child, by some-
thing wild and lonely in him not easily 
tangible by parents; as a boy, by the 
otherworldliness of all his hobbies; 
as a young man, on the bitter ground 
of principle, at the point of' the 
sword. 
It is natural to the young to hate 
tyranny and love truth. But where, 
in that tangle of loyalty and laziness 
which we call custom, this tyranny lies, 
and what manner and degree of truth is 
to be expected in the laborious exped-
ients by which the human race contrives 
1 - Hancock, A.~., op. cit., p. 65. 
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its comfort and survival - these are 
matters on which age and youth will 
never see the same •••.• He was an in-
quirer all his life, and the most 
startlini, most lovable and alarmi~~ 
thing about him was his sincerit y." 
This beautiful sincerity of Shelley's one 
must bear in mind always, else he will seem at times 
a stubborn, self-opinionated egotist. He may have 
been self-willed, but t he gentleness, the magnanindty 
of soul which was his, carried him beyond any self-con-
cern. He was generous to a fault, supporting and pay-
ing the debts of poor writers whom he did not even 
know . 
His interest in every thing intellectual and 
his revolt against bonds of any kind held him for a time 
in t h e materialistic school. Then he read Godwin. 
2. The Perfectionistic Stage 
Godwin found in ~helley his most ardent dis -
ciple - "Queen Mt>.b " is simply the principle of perfec-
tionism in verse. ~helley felt that he had found his 
spiritual home and as was his way, enthusiastica lly 
adopted and practiced the ideals which presented them. 
selves. 
1 - Gordon, George, Proceedings of the British Academy, 
pp. 259-261. 
The Christian character of Shelley seems t o 
be at variance with his bitter denunciation of religion. 
8helley can never be accused of superficiality however. 
It was the dust of ages which he desired to clear away 
from those things whose beauty is eternal. 
"From billow and mountain and exhalation 
The sunlight is darted through vapor and 
blast; 
From spirit to spirit, from nation to nation, 
From city to hamlet thy dawning is cast, 
And tyrants and slaves are like shadows of 
night 
In the van of the morning light.rr 1 
11 Oh that the free would stamp the impious 
nam"~ 
uf King into the dustJ •••••• • 
Oh that the wise from their bright minds 
would kindle 
~uch lamps within the dome of this dim 
world, 
'l'hat the pale name of Priests might 
shrink and dwindle 
Into the hell from w~ich it first was 
hurled. uG 
This passage shows a weakness , which was never 
changed, in his thinking. He thinks of despots as of 
some demoniacal origin, forgetting that they are men, 
wi th man; s 'lleaknes ses made more prominent; by their 
superior position. ~helley shows the classic tend-
ency of the age - he loved Mankind, not menjor rather 
. 
he loved mankind without an understanding of •ndividual 
man . 
1- nLiberty11 , lines 16-21. 
2 - r: Ode to Liberty", lines 211-212,226-229. 
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His belier in man's perrectibility, together 
with his inability to see any evolution or improvement 
through the ages, led him to cast orr all hindrances, 
all customs, all social law ro1, the immediate emanci-
pation of man. 
unly in the light of this, can we understand 
the pitiful simplicity of his faith that he need only 
present the doctrine of Perfection through reason and 
love to the Irish people, to have them throw orf the . 
shackles of tyranny. 
;;Believe me, that. goodness or heart 
and purity of li fe are things of 
more value in the eye of the ~pirit 
of Goodness, than idle earthly cer-
emonies and things which may have 
anything but charity ror their ob-
ject. ''1 
"Be calm, mild, deliberate, patient; 
recollect that you can in no measure 
more effectually forward the cause of 
reform than by employing your leisure 
t ime in reasoning or the cultivation 
of youx• minds. 'l'hink and talk and 
discuss; the only subjects you ought 
to propose are those of happiness and 
liberty. Be free and be happy, but 
first be wise and good."2 
"Ye have appealed to truth and justice, 
show the g oodness of your religion by 
persisting in a reliance on these 
things, which must be the rules even 
of the Almi ghty 's conduct •.••• lt is 
not going often to chapel, crossing 
y ourselves, or confessing that will 
1 - Prose Works of Percy Bysshe i::ihelley, edited by R . H. 
Shepherd, Vol. I, Chatto and iii/indus , London, 
1888, p. 232. "Address · to the J.rish People" 
2 - Ibid, p. 235. 
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make you virtuous; •••• It is not paying 
priests or believing in what they saw that 
makes a good man, but it is doing good 
actions or benefiting other people. ::1 
He admired Christ with reverence, without 
the Christlike understanding of man. His contribution 
in the field of religion lies in his shredding of the 
husks of dogma from the essential truths. 
"It is certain that, as Christianity 
passes beyond its medieval phase, and 
casts aside the husk of outworn dog-
mas, it will move and more approximate 
to ~halley's exposition. Here and here 
only is a vital faith, adapted to the 
conditions of modern thought, indestruc-
tible because essential, and fitted to 
unite instead of separating minds of 
divers qualities. It may sound para-
doxical to claim for ~helley of all men 
a clear insight into -che enduring ele-
ment of the Christian creed; but it was 
p recisely his detachment from all its 
accidents which enabled him to discern 
its spiritual purity, and placed him in 
a t .rue relation to its Founder. 11 2 
The belief that truth needed only revelation 
to be gladly accepted was for him an inseparable factor 
of action. Again and again, he beat vainly against 
the walls of custom. In a man less great, a shoulder-
shrugging scepticism and bitterness would have been the 
result. vve find ~helley, hurt, with-drawing more and 
more into that ideal world which was so much more real 
to him than the concrete universe in which he moved. 
1 - Prose Works, Shepherd, R.H., p. 241. 
2 - Symonds, J.A., Shelley, p. 101. 
57. 
It was a world of shimmering loveliness 
p ainted with the wealth of imagery $helley felt and 
saw about him in nature. 
For him nature was a symbol of the u n i t y and 
harmony he felt could exist if man would free himself 
for the pursuit of b e auty; truth and g oodness. 
ni:::ihelley being a finished child of 
nature, not a joint product, like most of 
us, of nature, histo:r•y, and society, he 
abounded miraculously in his own clear 
sense, but was obtuse to the droll, mis-
cellaneous lessons o f fortune. Th e can-
nonade of hard, inexplicable facts that 
knocks into most of us what little wis-
dom we have, left uhelley d azed and sore, 
perhaps, but uninstructed . VVhen the 
storm was over, he began chirping a gain 
his own natural note. lf the world con-
tinued to confine and obsess him, he 
hated the world, a n d g asp ed for free-
dom. Being incapable of underst anding 
reality he revelled in creating wo r l d 
after world of idea •.•• • Love of the 
ideal, passionat e appr•ehension of what 
ought to be, has for its necessary 
coun t erpart, condemna tion of the actu-
al, wherever the actual d oes not con-
form to the ideal. 11 1 
Like Prometheus, he is steadily defiant 
i i I . t • • • • • • • • wa1. , 
nnduring thus, the retribut i ve hour 
which since we spak e is even n earer now. 11 2 
Prometheus, in his stern adherence to the truth and de-
testation of wrong, is i:::ihelley. It is this quality of 
unwavering loyalty, of passionate fervor, which is the 
1 - uantayana, G., Winds of Doctrine, Charles i:::icribners 
Sons, N. Y., 1913, p. 160. 
2 - "Prometheus Unbound 11 , lines 405-497. 
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soul of his poetry and which carries him far beyond his 
teachers. 
Plato in The Republic .d: ikens --D the world to 
a cave in which the shadows of reality are taken for 
reality itself. vne is released from the cave, and 
after painful adjustment to the values of re a lity, re-
turns to those who have stayed among the shadows. 0helley 
resembles the man released. 
0 And should he now again be obliged 
to g ive his opinion of those shadows, 
and to dispute about them with those 
who are there eternally chained, 
whilst yet his eyes were dazzled ••.• 
would he not afford them laughter, 
and would it not be said of him, 
that having gone above, he was re-
turned with vitiated eyes, and that 
it was not proper even to attempt to 
go above, and t hat whoever should at-
tempt to loose them and lead them up, 
if ever they were able to get him into 
their hands, should even be put to 
death? 11 1 
3. The Idealistic Conclusion 
As uhelley 1 s thought was purified of the 
earthy qualities of Godwin's Perfectionism, the p e r-
fectibility of man seems possible only in a world 
beyond this - a world of spirit - an ideal world where 
be auty, truth and goodness are unchanging , 
1 - Plato, The Republic, translator: 0pens, H., E.P. 
Dutton and Co. N. Y., 190 6. 
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~: In this life 
Uf error, ignorance, and strife, 
iihere nothing is, but all things seem, 
And we the shadows of a dream, 
1t is a modest creed, and yet 
~l e asant if one considers it, 
To own that death itself must be, 
Like all the rest, a mockery, 
That garden sweet, that lady fair, 
and all sweet shapes and odours there, 
in truth have never p assed away ; 
:~is w~, 1 tis ours, are changed; not they. 
For love, and beauty, and delight 
J:'here is no death nor change : their mi ght 
~xceeds our organs, which endure 
No Light, being themselves obscure. 11 1 
He bids us - "Die 
' 
If thou wouldst be with that which 
thou dost seek! 
Follow where all is fled!H2 
The stigma of atheism becomes absurd when the one to 
whom it wa s applied, c a n phrase7 so exquisitel~ faith 
in Love and its immortality: 
11 Love 1 s very pain is sweet, 
But its reward is in the world divine 
Which, if not heref17. it builds beyond 
the grave. 10 
In the magnificent chorus of the spirits ar the 
close of '' Prometheus Bound 111 he g lorifies Love and its re-
d e eming power; his faith rises on eA~lting wing and 
carries the huma n spirit into the realms of spiritual 
Beauty. 
1- il 'l'he Sensitive Plant 11 , lines 122-137. 
2- 11 Adonaisu, lines 464-466. 
3 - " Epipsychid ion'' , lines 596-598. 
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11 will watch from dawn to gloom 
The lake-reflected sun illume 
'f h e yel l ow bees in the ivy-bloom, 
Nor heed,nor see, what thing s they be; 
But from these create he can 
Forms more re a l than 11.vin~ man, 
Nurslings of irnrno:r tali-EyZ" 
A delicate and truthful tribute is the inscript ion on 
his grave - cor cordium - hea rt of hearts. 
"What he felt was the innermost 
h e art of things, the ir soul and 
spirit; and the fe eling s to which 
he gave expression were those inmost 
feelings, for which words seem too 
coarse, and which find vent only in 
music or in such verse as his, whi ch 
is musical as richly harmonized 
melodies. •i 2 
Only thirty years old when he died, he had 
scaled the heights from whi ch he looked out over the 
vastness o f l i fe and saw the redemption which lay in 
Love, and Beauty and 'I'ruth, and Good. He gave man 
wing s of t he Spirit - it is not such a man who 11 be a ts 
h is wings in the luminous void in vain. 11 
nPe ace, peace! he is no t d ead, he doth not sleep -
He bath awakened from the dream o f life -
'Tis we, who lost in stormy visions, keep 
With phantoms a n unprofitable strife .••••• 
He lives, he wakes - 'tis Death is dead , not he; 
Mourn not for Adonais. 11 3 
1- "Prometheus Unbound", lines 7 43-74 9. 
2 - Brandes, op. cit., p . 215. 




There can be no more ~ascinating nor in-
structive study than the li~e o~ a man such as Shelley.-
One ~eels omniscient - watching the play o~ circum-
stances upon the thought and ~eeling o~ a human being , 
in a way not possible ~or a contemporary. 
3uch a tidal wave as the French Revolution 
~orces the thought o~ people to a ~ocal point. And 
two reactions are possible: either they will be swept 
into new channels and new modes o ~ thought, or they 
will hold tightly the old customs as a protection 
against the in~asion o~ strange ideas. In either 
case the solitary champions o~ the opposite view ~are 
badly. It was Shelley's mis~ortune to be the soli-
tary struggler. 
The Revolution was not a sudden crisis in 
France. We hear the ominous ~ootbeats coming along 
the road ~or hundreds o~ years. 'l'hey are the steps 
o~ serfs and peasants ground down by the tyranny o~ 
feudalism. Gradually a few here and there have 
dared to raise their thoughts to the betterment o~ 
themselves and their children. Increasingiy leaders 
join the mar ching hordes, and shape the thought to more 
concise and clear-cut outline. 
Such were Helvetius and Holbach, who belonged 
to the materialistic group, believing that man's ideas 
were simply a matter of sense impressions, sensations, 
which through education could be formed and determined 
along any particular line. Their utilitarian ethics, 
the outcome of this view, expressed the belief that 
the g ood of the individual was to be sought as advan-
tag eous to the whole of society. 
·r he English philosopher, David H~ goes 
more deeply and with keener logic into the conclusions 
of the sensational school. 
He applied the exp erimental m~thod to the 
question of knowledge and mind. His conclusions may 
be stated concisely by saying that knowledge is the 
sum of our experience. 
have not experienced. 
We can know nothing which we 
Godwin, material i st, logician, study-table 
economis~ based his doctrine of Perfectionism upon 
the materialists and Hume. 
If man is but the sum of his sense impressions, 
if he can know only that which he experiences, then it 
is no foolish dream to p lan the infinite improvement of 
man from perfectibility to perfectibility. This can 
only come about through the use of reason - through a 
reasoned decision by each individual. Obedience to in-
stitutions and individua ls is wrong for it fosters 
tyranny and gre ed. Man will decide for himself what 
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is best both for himself and for others. 
Shelley was born a revolutionist in a time 
of revolution. Sensitive to and abhorr.i:g.gall forms of 
ugliness, he rebelled against the church and state 
which he believed to be the chief sources of evil. 
Influenced greatly by the empirical p h ilosophy 
of Hume and by the Perfectionism of Godwin, he questioned 
everything which resembled the obedienc e o f one individ-
ual to another. 
An impulsive, unworldly and deeply sincere 
youth with ecstatic love of Beauty and a desire for 
universal Brotherhood, he battered repeatedly and vainly 
against the bar s of English custom. 
Considered dangerous, he was expelled from 
Oxford, and alienated fr om his family. He married a 
middle-class g irl because she had thrown herself upon 
him for protection. Harriet Westbrook loved Shelle~ 
but neither she nor a ny woman could fulfil his ideals. 
Shelley neede0 always to have near him a woman whose 
physical and intellectual beauty would be t h e obj ec tive 
reality of his ideal. Since a ny woman has also human 
characteristics, Shelley was repeatedly disillusioned 
and disappointed. 
After separating from Har riet on what sin-
cerely appeared to him to be just grounds, he formed 
an alliance with Mary Godwin, the daughte r of his former 
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intellectual guide. 
Life held a great deal of sorrow.for him - a 
great deal of disappointment. Generous to the point 
of folly, he gave Godwin large sums of money, only to 
have Godwin turn on him for putting into practice a 
principle in the Rlli tical Justice.- For ShelJ.ey1 there 
was no reason to hold to a principle if it was not 
demonstrated in action. 
Saddened by the suicide of Harriet and the 
loss of control over his children, because of his a l-
leged unfitness for their training, he turned more and 
more to dreams o f a world beyond this, ¥nLere would 
dwell peace and harmony, and man would find true 
Brotherhood. 
This is his great contribution to our day. 
Shelley, the visionaire and prophet1 was persecuted be-
cause he saw far into the distance, and dreamed dreams 
which have been at least part i a lly fulfilled today. 
i::5helley advanced gradually and naturally from 
the materialism popular during the revolution, to the 
Perfectionism of Godwin. 
Retaining the more idealistic of Godwin's 
doctrine~ ~helley read Plato and foundrin Platonic 
philosophy..)- the ideals of Beauty, Truth and Goodness 
which were in tune with his o·wn ideals of universal 
Love and Brotherhood of Man . 
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Bruised and al ienated by contact with the 
material universe, Shelley sought the harmony and 
unity of the world in a sphere beyond the material, 
a real world where we see things as they are and not 
their distorted shadows. 
67. 
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